
Submissions accepted through 5 p.m. Aug. 9, 
2024

Do you want to see your photo on the cover of Arizona Wildlife 
Views? Do you have a knack for capturing great photos of wildlife? 
Then you won’t want to miss the Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment’s 18th annual wildlife photo contest.

One best in show and 11 winners will be showcased in the 2025 
calendar, which is published as part of the November-December 
2024 issue of Arizona Wildlife Views. The best-in-show photo is 
published on the cover of the issue and as one of the photos repre-
senting a month. 

We’re partnering with Arizona Highways to provide an easier 
way to submit photographs. Use the online form to submit your Ari-
zona wildlife photos. Each contestant may submit a maximum of 
three photographs, which must be uploaded as separate submissions 
through the form.
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Wenima Wildlife Area is home to 
many species of birds, including this 
belted kingfisher.

We Salute 
Our Wildlife
By Carol L. Allen

From bears to bison, from trout to 
turkeys, from fish to falcons, our Ari-
zona wildlife is a plethora of precious 
beings who share our world. Arizona 
Game & Fish is a major guardian 
of this resource, assisted by various 
species-specific groups and caring 
individuals. 

The Wildlife for Tomorrow’s Hall 
of Fame each year recognizes people 
and organizations who have signifi-
cantly cared for the environment and 
those who inhabit it, our wildlife. We 
congratulate this year’s inductees 
and thank them all, past and pres-
ent.  A quote from the AZGFD web 
site (https://www.azgfd.com/wildlife-
conservation/support-wildlife-con-
servation/donate-to-azgfd/) can apply 
to all of us:

“Help Us Make A Differ-
ence For Arizona Wildlife

Every day, Arizona Game and Fish 
experts are out in the field, making 
a difference for Arizona’s wildlife. 
With limited funding sources, we 
rely on wildlife enthusiasts like you 
to help us achieve our mission. With 
your support,we can keep the great 
outdoors great! Choose the initiative 
you’re most passionate about from 
the options below and donate to the 
Arizona Game and Fish Department 
today.

• conservation memberships
• sending water
• wildlife center

AZGFD Accepting Entries For 
Arizona Wildlife Photo Contest

CONTEST, continued on page 19

Raffle Proceeds Benefit Conservation
Enter now: Conservation First USA’s 

2024 raffle where seven lucky individuals 
will win one of seven special big-game tags 
(bighorn sheep, elk, mule deer, white-tailed 
deer, pronghorn, bison and turkey) for the 
2024–25 hunting season.

Buy Tickets Now!
https://t.ly/FH5Rq

The real winner is Arizona’s wildlife. 
Every dollar raised for each species through 
the raffle is returned to the Arizona Game 
and Fish Department and managed by the 
Arizona Habitat Partnership Committee. 
With input from local habitat partners across 
the state and sponsoring organizations in-
volved in the fundraising, project priorities 
are determined that provide the most benefit 

to each species. 
Purchase the “All 7 Package” and re-

ceive one entry per species, plus a free entry 
for the Swarovski Optics Package.

Details
Raffle tickets are $10 each, per species. 

RAFFLE, continued on page 18

The Wenima Wildlife Area, located 
about three miles northwest of the towns 
of Springerville and Eagar in the White 
Mountains, is an excellent place to view a 
wide variety of birds.

While birding can be rewarding 
throughout the year, the best times are 
spring, summer and fall. Some of the spe-
cies of waterfowl, birds and raptors that 
can be seen here include golden eagle, 
American kestrel, belted kingfisher, blue 

Take A Walk On 
The Wild Side

WILDLIFE, continued on page 19

Mark Your Calendars For The WFT 
AZ Outdoor Hall Of Fame Banquet
Eight inductees to be 
honored Aug. 24 at 
the Wigwam Resort.

PHOENIX — Make plans to honor your 
fellow conservationists at the Wildlife for 
Tomorrow(WFT) Arizona Outdoor Hall of 
Fame Banquet Aug. 24 at the Wigwam Re-
sort in Litchfield Park.  

Eight new members will be inducted 
this year, a diverse group of experts and 
advocates who have made significant con-
tributions to Arizona’s natural heritage and 
have demonstrated passion and leadership 
in shaping the future of wildlife conserva-
tion in Arizona:

A Passionate Advocate
Tom Slaughter: A passionate advocate 

for outdoor sports and wildlife conserva-
tion, Tom is nominated for the Arizona 
Outdoor Hall of Fame for his extensive 
work in promoting a safe shooting sports 
culture. Over 18 years, Tom’s initiatives, 
such as founding Arizona Outdoor Sports 
and coaching youth in shotgun programs, 
have transformed the lives of many, foster-

ing confidence and leadership skills. His 
dedication to coaching excellence and com-
mitment to youth involvement in shooting 
sports have made a lasting impact, influenc-
ing programs like the Scholastic Clay Tar-
get Program. Tom’s efforts reach beyond 
Arizona, impacting national initiatives 
and expanding access to shotgun coaching 
through innovative programs, highlighting 
his leadership in outdoor sports and conser-
vation.

Dedicated To Wildlife 
Conservation

Randy Stalcup: A dedicated wildlife 
conservation advocate, Randy has contrib-

BANQUET, continued on page 18
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2009 National Water Safety 
Congress Award of Merit

2016 AZGFC Writer Of The Year

The entire contents of “Arizona Boating & Watersports” 
and “Western Outdoor Times” are copyrighted © 2023 
by Arizona Boating & Watersports, LLC. No part may 
be reproduced in any form without the express written 
consent of the Publisher. All property rights to any 
advertisements produced for the advertiser by AZBW/
WOT, using artwork and/or typography furnished 
or arranged by AZBW/WOT shall be the property of 
AZBW/WOT. No such ad or any part thereof may be 
reproduced or assigned without the consent of the 
publisher. Story ideas and photos are welcome.  We do 
not assume responsibility for unsolicited material. The 
expressed views of our advertisers and contributors 
are presented for reader interest only. Publishing them 
neither constitutes endorsement by AZBW/WOT nor 
necessarily reflects the opinions of those involved with 
this publication. 
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PORT DOWNSTREAM

Editor’s Note: Please submit announcements for AZBW/WOT’s calendar of events — ”Downstream” — to editor@azbw.com. To 
guarantee placement, as room allows, items must be received by the tenth (10th) of the month prior to publication. Every effort is made 
to ensure accuracy, but we assume no responsibility for print errors or omissions. We also reserve the right to edit each item. Please 
include the name of the event, the date and time, the location, the organization, and contact information. You can also submit your event 
individually at westernoutdoortimes.com/classifieds.

JULY 1 – 7
Prescott Frontier Days® 
World’s Oldest Rodeo®

840 Rodeo Drive, Prescott AZ
Prescott, Arizona 86305

JULY 3
Fireworks at Lake Pleasant

JULY 4
4th of July at 
Green Valley Park

1000 W Country Club Dr
Payson, Arizona 85541

Scottsdale 4th of July 
Celebration at WestWorld

16601 N. Pima Rd.
Scottsdale, Arizona 85260

Great American 4th
44345 M.L.K. Jr. Blvd
Maricopa, Arizona 85138

JULY 7
Time is Ticking. 
Buy Tickets Today

Attention: The window to purchase 

JULY 5 – 7
North Rim UTV Fun Run

North Grand Canyon, Arizona

JULY 6
Prescott Frontier 
Days® Rodeo Parade

Downtown Prescott, AZ
Prescott, Arizona 86305

$10 raffle tickets to hunt big game species 
in Arizona for 365 days is closing .If you 
act now, you could be one of seven lucky 
individuals who will win one of seven 
special big-game tags (bighorn sheep, elk, 
mule deer, white-tailed deer, pronghorn, 
bison and turkey) for the 2024–25 hunt-
ing season.

JULY 12 – 14
The Maricopa County 
Home & Landscape Show

1 Cardinals Dr
Glendale, Arizona 85305

JULY 19 – 21
Williams To The Grand 
Canyon Experience

Williams , Arizona

JULY 24
AZGFD expects to mail hunt permit-

tags to customers by July 24, with the 
exception of those who have downloaded 
the new Arizona E-Tag mobile app (from 
either the Apple or Google Play stores) 
and opted-in to receive an electronic hunt 
permit-tag in their portal account

JULY 26 – 28
Sedona Hummingbird 
Festival

995 Upper Red Rock Loop Road
Sedona, AZ, Arizona 86336

JULY 27
Morning Summer Rides At 
Verde Canyon Railroad

300 N Broadway
Clarkdale, Arizona 86324

JULY 31 – AUG 3
Southwest Wings Birding 
And Nature Summer Festival 
2024

2200 El Mercado Loop
Sierra Vista, Arizona 85635

AUGUST 9
Photo Contest

AZGFD accepting entries for Arizona 
Wildlife Photo Contest. Submissions ac-
cepted through 5 p.m. Aug. 9, 2024

AUGUST 24
Wildlife for Tomorrow 
AZ Outdoor Hall of 
Fame Banquet 

8 inductees to be honored Aug. 24 at 
the Wigwam Resort n

COMING IN 
SEPTEMBER

LABOR DAY
September 2

GRANDPARENTS DAY
September 8

PATRIOT DAY
September 11
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Under state law, life jackets are required to be worn by children 12 
years old and younger, but it’s strongly urged that everyone wear 
one while on the water. Life jackets save lives. 

Before heading out on the water, it’s important that boaters check 
to ensure that their life jackets are in good condition and that they 
are the right size and fi t for passengers. Look for:

• Any rips or tears
• Missing straps
• Broken fasteners
• Ensure that the fl otation hasn’t shifted. 

Life jackets should be inspected each boating season due to the 
environment’s impact on their materials and replaced if neccessary.  

Our waterways are 
ready, but are you?

To learn more about boating safely in Arizona visit 
www.azgfd.gov/boating or call: 623-236-7258

Wear a life jacket. 
Every trip. 
Every time.

Register Your Watercraft 
Make sure your vessel’s registration is current before heading out on 
the water! Skip the line and renew your watercraft registration online at 
www.azgfd.gov/boating

Arizona Game & Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086

602-942-3000   |   www.azgfd.gov
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A Boost of Confi dence.
Free with every cleaning.

James Jenista, DDS
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

10715 N. Frank Lloyd Wright Blvd., Suite 102, Scottsdale
Make an Appt: 480-860-6000

scottsdale-dentistry.com

$50 OFF YOUR FIRST VISIT BY MENTIONING ARIZONA BOATING & WATERSPORTS

James Jenista, DDS

The Great
Outdoors
Is Waiting
WE CAN HELP 
YOU GET THERE!

Kokopelli is your home-town, 
custom-trailer manufacturer.

kokopel l i trai lers.com

32240 West Bud Rd., Maricopa, AZ 85138   |    602.705.2164

PORT BOATING

Asking The Quiet Part Out Loud:

Will A Vessel Safety Check 
Save You From A Random 

Boarding By Law Enforcement?
Each spring  and summer, recreational 

boaters debate getting a free, no-penalty 
vessel safety check (VSC). Some may 
also wonder if that VSC decal on their 
boat will save them from a random sum-
mertime boarding by law enforcement.

The BoatUS Foundation for Boat-
ing Safety and Clean Water, the boating 
safety arm of the nation’s largest mem-
bership-based boating group and Vessel 
Safety Check program sponsor says there 
is no data that supports having a current-
year VSC decal lessens the chance for a 
random boating safety check. The U.S. 
Coast Guard flatly states the decal does 
not exempt boaters from law enforcement 
boarding.

So Why Get A 
Vessel Safety Check?

“It’s a question some boaters don’t feel 
comfortable asking out loud,” says Boa-
tUS Foundation boating safety director 
Ted Sensenbrenner, “Many boaters think 
that having a current VSC decal is some 
type of ‘get out of jail free’ card. It’s not.”

The Real Value Of A VSC
However, completing a free VSC of-

fers a much more important benefit. “The 
real value to passing a VSC means you 
and your boat are ready for potential safe-
ty challenges or emergencies that may 
come up over the boating season,” says 
Sensenbrenner. “You won’t be caught 
scrambling or without an important safety 
device when you most need it. This is far 

more important than simply indicating 
to a potential boarding officer that a boat 
has been found to be in compliance with 
safety equipment regulations.”

Scheduled VSC inspections are often 
offered by the U.S. Coast Guard Auxil-
iary or United States Power Squadrons, 
America’s Boating Club, at launch ramps, 
marinas and boat clubs, or appointments 
can be made for a vessel examiner to 
come to your boat. Go to cgaux.org/vsc to 
learn more and request an exam. Exams 
typically take less than 60 minutes.

List Of Items Needing Your Attention
Failing a VSC from the U.S. Coast 

Guard Auxiliary or United States Power 

CHECK, continued on page 7
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boxscorenews.com

Boxscore News is a Division 
of Stryker Indigo New York

Will Your Emergency 
PLB or EPIRB Work 
When You Need It?

Be sure to check the batt ery expirati on date located on the case of 
your Personal Locator Beacon (PLB) or EPIRB.  Most sets have a 5 
years replacement date.

WE CAN HELP!
Mariti me Communicati ons, Inc. 
is an authorized ACR Batt ery 
Replacement center.

Batt ery replacement and 
recerti fi cati on can usually 
be done in 24 to 48 hours

CONTACT US TODAY
Maritime Communications, Inc.

766 Washington Blvd., Marina del Rey, CA. 90292
Tel: 310.821.4958   |   maritimecomm.com

maritime@maritimecomm.com

Just-Released U.S. Coast Guard Stats Show Decrease 
In Fatalities, Accidents, But Problems Persist

Alcohol continues to 
be a leading known 
contributing factor in 
fatal boating accidents.

The recently released U.S. Coast 
Guard 2023 Recreational Boating Sta-
tistics shows some good news on the 
boating safety front, with fatalities fall-
ing by 11.3% to 564 from 636 in 2022, 
and overall incidents decreasing by 4.9% 
from 4,040 to 3,844. Nonfatal injuries 
also dropped by 4.3% from 2,222 in 
2022 to 2,126 in 2023.

Over the long haul, the Coast Guard 
report also noted that when the Safe 
Boating Act was first passed in 1971, the 
fatality rate was 20.6 deaths per 100,000 
registered vessels. The latest stats show 
that number has been reduced to 4.9 per 
100,000.

The BoatUS Foundation for Boating 
Safety and Clean Water, the nonprofit 
sister organization of Boat Owners As-
sociation of The United States (BoatUS), 
says that latest data is a testament to the 
collective efforts of boating safety ad-
vocates, educators and law enforcement 
agencies across the country. However, 
boaters shouldn’t rest on their laurels.

“We can’t seem to overcome some pe-
rennial issues,” said BoatUS Foundation 
director of boating safety Ted Sensen-
brenner. “Alcohol continues to be a lead-
ing known contributing factor in fatal 
boating accidents. Of the 75% deaths 
attributed to drowning, 87% were not 
wearing life jackets. Additionally, the 

top five primary contributing factors to 
accidents continue to be inattention, im-
proper lookout, inexperience, excessive 
speed and machinery failure.”

However, says Sensenbrenner, boat-
ers can increase safety efforts in these 
areas. “Can you save the alcohol for after 
boating, or at the minimum, ensure the 
skipper avoids alcohol? Keep in mind 
inebriated passengers are still a risk to 
themselves. Do you offer your guests 

comfortable life jackets that they will 
wear? If not going to be worn, are life 
jackets readily available and do you have 
one for everyone aboard? Are you keep-
ing distractions at the helm to a mini-
mum and using everyone’s eyes aboard 
your boat as a lookout?”

One bright spot has been in boating 
safety education.

“Coast Guard stats continue to con-
firm the value of boating safety instruc-
tion, as they indicate the majority of 
deaths occur on vessels operated by in-
dividuals who had not received boating 
safety instruction,” said Sensenbrenner. 

The Foundation plays a significant boat-
ing safety role by offering a free online 
boating safety course that meets mini-
mum boating safety education require-
ments in 36 states that more than 2.5 
million students have taken, as well as 
on-water training that boosts confidence 
behind the helm.

“BoatUS Foundation’s goal is to en-
sure every boater has the knowledge and 
resources to enjoy America’s waterways 
safely and responsibly, and to help get 
these numbers even lower next year,” 
added Sensenbrenner. n

Boating safety instruction has proven to be a critical factor in reducing 
fatalities, according to recent U.S. Coast Guard Recreational Boating Statistics.Alcohol continues to be a leading 

known contributing factor in 
fatal boating accidents, according 
to recent U.S. Coast Guard 
Recreational Boating Statistics.
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SUN VALLEY FIBER-GLAS, INC.
• Boat Repair •

925 S. Center • Mesa, AZ 85210 • www.sunvalleyfiber-glas.com

Gel-Coat Colors
Metal Flake
Custom Painting
Trailer Refinishing

Since 1987
DAN & JON 

“The Boat Men” TURNER
Phone: 480-833-6561

Fax: 480-833-6508

BROADWAY

SOUTHERN
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Tutoring, Editing, Writing
$50/hour

(2 hour minimum)
Carol Allen 

editor@azbw.com

As a college English teacher, editor, and writer of both

fiction and non-fiction for many years, I am available 

online (or by U.S. mail) for tutoring, editing, proofreading,

copyediting, and writing. I have skills in academic 

research at both high school and college levels and can

also assist those working toward their GEDs, those who

need help with resumes, and with both advertising and

proposals.
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Grant Program Opened For $7.5M Effort To 
Remove ADVs  From Our Nation’s Waterways

What
In a nationwide effort to remove aban-

doned and neglected boats from our na-
tion’s waterways, the Boat Owners As-
sociation of the United States (BoatUS) 
Foundation is seeking qualified, diverse 
and experienced organizations to submit 
projects for funding. The massive cleanup 
effort to remove abandoned and derelict 
vessels (ADVs) in U.S. coastal water-
ways and the Great Lakes is fueled by a 
four-year, $10 million grant from the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration (NOAA) Marine Debris Program 
with funding provided by the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law. 

Applicants are encouraged to submit a 
letter of intent between before August 12.  

ADVs litter ports, waterways, and es-
tuaries all over the country and can cause 
major problems. These boats can crush or 
smother sensitive plants and corals, sink 
or move during coastal storms, threaten 
safe navigation, and contribute to eco-
nomic losses. Removing ADVs is a costly 
effort, often averaging more than $24,000 
to remove a single boat. For many com-
munities, there may be no local funding 
for removal of vessels, and navigating 
complicated funding programs can be 
challenging for communities with limited 
time or resources. This is why the BoatUS 
Foundation grant program is so important.

“We’re excited about building upon 
our years of experience with ADV remov-
als,” said BoatUS Foundation Director of 
Outreach and Grant Program Director, 
Alanna Keating. “This is a unique pro-
gram that is open to any organization, 
nonprofit or for-profit, as well as local, 
state, territorial, tribal, and regional gov-
ernment agencies. Some of our focus will 
be seeking underserved or marginalized 
communities that don’t have the local re-
sources to rid their shores of abandoned 
and derelict vessels.”

“Abandoned and derelict vessels are 
a widespread problem across the United 
States,” said Nancy Wallace, Director 
of the NOAA Marine Debris Program. 
“We are pleased to partner with the Boa-
tUS Foundation to maximize our impact, 

while reducing the accumulation of costly 
and damaging debris in our ports, water-
ways, and coasts.”

Why
The goal of the BoatUS Foundation 

program is to improve U.S. coastal and 
Great Lakes waters affected by ADVs 
and create a first-of-its-kind national on-
line database to track ADV location and 
removal efforts. By removing the associ-
ated pollution, navigation and safety haz-
ards ADVs can cause in waters for years, 
the 20-75 awardees of this grant program 
will have a lasting, positive impact on the 
environment and our waters locally and 
nationally for years to come.

How
Organizations are invited to apply for 

ADV removal funds by submitting a letter 
of intent that answers the following ques-
tions:

• Body of water from which the debris 
will be removed

• The purpose of the project and the 
planned steps to complete it

• Anticipated outcomes of the project 
on the environment and the community

• How diversity, equity, justice and in-
clusion will be part of the project

• Project budget and expenses to be 
covered by the grant funding

• Authorizations and/or permits needed 
to complete the work

Priority will be given to projects that 
include input from and benefit tribal, un-
derserved, or low-income communities; 
demonstrate strong community support; 
benefit marine animals and their habitats, 
local coastal communities, and/or local 

economies; and include local outreach 
and education activities directed toward 
the boating community and general pub-
lic to prevent abandoned and derelict ves-
sels.

More information on how to apply 
and grant guidelines can be found here: 
https://www.boatus.org/advgrant 

Additional Details 
And Contacts

• Organization: The BoatUS Founda-
tion

• Non-press calls regarding grant 
applications: Email: cleanwater@boa-
tus.com Phone: 800-245-2628, cleanwa-
ter@boatus.com

• Link to use in your story: BoatUS 
Foundation Receives $10 million Grant

About the BoatUS Founda-
tion for Boating Safety and 
Clean Water

BoatUS Foundation is leading a na-
tionally competitive grant program for the 
removal of abandoned and derelict ves-
sels throughout coastal and marine areas 
of the United States, including the Great 
Lakes, U.S. territories, and Freely Associ-
ated States. This project is supported by 
the NOAA Marine Debris Program with 
funding provided by the Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law. 

In an effort to help educate and prevent 
future ADVs, the Foundation will also 
create a national ADV database to track 
the scope of the challenge and measure 
success, document ADV prevention and 
removal activities to share with the pub-
lic, and support a national dialogue and 
education efforts on boating-related de-
bris removal, with an added focus on how 
ADVs impact waters in underserved com-
munities. Learn more about the Marine 
Debris Program by visiting marinedebris.
noaa.gov.  n

From June 10-August 12, organizations are invited to 
apply for grant funding to clean up their local waterways.

Squadrons, America’s Boating Club, does 
not penalize a boater. The owner is given 
a road map on what items or issues to fo-
cus on so they can pass the next exam. In 
contrast, if your boat is boarded by the 
Coast Guard and deficiencies are found, 
you could receive a citation or fine.

Boat clubs, marinas, boat yards and 
municipalities with launch ramps may 
also reach out to their local U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary or United States Power 
Squadrons, America’s Boating Club, to 
schedule a VSC inspection day at their 
property. n

CHECK
Continued from page 4

AZGFD Urges Everyone To Wear A Life Jacket
The Arizona Game and Fish Depart-

ment (AZGFD) is urging everyone to 
wear a life jacket, and follow all safety 
regulations and laws this summer when 
recreating on Arizona’s waterways. 

“A life jacket does exactly what it says 
— it saves your life when you need it,” 
said Danny Rodriguez, watercraft law 
enforcement program coordinator. “How-
ever, it can only save your life if you’re 
wearing one, and often it’s too late to put 
one on once you realize you need it.” 

According to U.S. Coast Guard sta-
tistics, in cases where the cause of death 
has been determined, 85% of drowning 

victims in recreational boating accidents 
were not wearing a life jacket. AZGFD 
wants to stress the importance of wearing 
a life jacket and focusing on safe boating 

practices as the busy boating season gets 
underway.

To promote the use of life jackets,   
AZGFD and partner agencies will con-
duct a life jacket exchange. Those who 
have an old, worn out, or improperly fit-
ting life jacket will be able to exchange it 
for a new one, free of charge (while sup-
plies last). 

“Like anything else, life jackets wear 
out with time, and these exchange events 
are a great opportunity for Arizona’s boat-
ers and paddlers to ensure they have a life 
jacket that not only fits correctly, but is 
in great condition and ready should they 

need it,” said Josh Hoffman, boating safe-
ty education coordinator.

At press time, there were two remain-
ing exchange locations:  

Additional exchange location June 
1-2:Lake Havasu City: Havasu Riviera, 
2067 Havasu Riviera Parkway, 8 a.m.-1 
p.m.

Additional exchange location June 15, 
July 20, Aug. 18:Bullhead City: Eagle 
Motorsports, 2106 AZ-Hwy. 95, store 
hours.

Note: Type 1 and Type II life jackets 
will not be accepted; only ski-type life 
jackets are eligible for exchange.



8 | July 2024	   azbw.com  •  westernoutdoortimes.com  •  floridaboatingandwatersports.com

Just because you don’t fi t the mold 
doesn’t mean you can’t join the party. 

kokopel l i trai lers.com

KOKOPELLI TRAILERS
We are your home-town, 
custom-trailer manufacturer.

PONTOON TRAILERS

CATAMARAN TRAILERS

BASS BOAT TRAILERS

V-HULL TRAILERS

CUSTOM SIZES

PARTS & ACCESSORIES

32240 West Bud Rd., Maricopa, AZ 85138   |    602.705.2164
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PORT TACKLE & TARGET
Pike Fishing

They’re Fiesty Fighters With Razor-Sharp Teeth
By Margie Anderson

If you like bass fishing, you will love 
fishing for pike. Pound for pound, they are 
among the most aggressive fish you will 
ever tangle with, and they can weigh up 
to 40 pounds or more. Even in a state as 
far south as Arizona, northern pike thrive 
at higher elevations and provide plenty of 
action for anglers who would otherwise 
be dangling earthworms for trout.

Behave Like Tigers
Pike not only behave like tigers, they 

have a mouthful of teeth to match. The 
jaws, roof of the mouth, and even the 
tongue and gill rakers are bristling with 
sharp teeth that are constantly replaced. 
Most of the pike you will catch will prob-
ably be in the two- to seven-pound range, 
which translates to anywhere from six-
teen to thirty inches long. On my hon-
eymoon I caught a 42-inch pike at Lake 
Mary. It weighed sixteen pounds and took 
me nearly forty-five minutes to land.

Pike are native to colder areas of the 
country, but they’ve been stocked in al-
most every state. If there is a lake near 
you that regularly ices up in winter, odds 
are there are pike in there. Pike love to 
hang out in weedy areas, but once the wa-
ter starts to warm up, you can often find 
them out in deeper water even if there 
isn’t any vegetation around.  

Soon After Ice-Out
Soon after ice-out, when water tem-

peratures get to about 40 degrees in the 
shallows, the pike start to move up for the 
spawn. Big females can produce up to half 
a million eggs, and they are just randomly 
broadcast onto vegetation while the male 
fertilizes them. They stick to underwater 
plants and hatch in six to 29 days depend-
ing on the water temperature. The fry start 
out eating plankton and tiny invertebrates, 
but they grow fast. Pretty soon they are 
eating a diet that is almost nothing but 
fish, and by the end of the summer they 
can be six inches long.

Pike are built for speed and they am-
bush other fish from cover, snagging 
them with their sharp teeth. They go for 
big stuff, and can eat fish that are a third 
their own size. They particularly like fish 
that are long and thin, rather than shorter, 
wider prey. Most of their activity takes 
place during the day, since they hunt pri-
marily by sight. 

Fishing Tougher 
In Hot Weather

Small pike spend almost the entire 
year in shallow weedy water, but the big-
ger ones will move off as things heat up. 
Fishing can get tougher in hotter weather, 
because not only do the pike get more le-
thargic in hot water, but there are also a 
lot more critters around to eat this time of 
year.

When pike are in a lake they are usu-
ally the top predator. Fishing for them is 
a lot like bass fishing, and you can use 
many of the same lures. No matter what 
lure you choose, it’s probably a good idea 
to “super-size” it. Big bait, big fish doesn’t 
hold true for pike, especially in lakes with 
lots of northerns. The little ones get really 
aggressive, and they’ll often smack a re-
ally big lure.  Bigger lures are attractive 
to pike because they represent a big meal 
worthy of a chase. Little bitty offerings 
are often ignored except by the smallest 
fish.

Great Pike Lures
Luckily for anglers, pike will hit just 

about anything that looks edible. Big 
Senkos, Chatterbaits with long trailers, 
in-line spinners (think musky lures), large 
spinnerbaits, swimming jigs, and your 
biggest minnow baits are all great pike 

lures. Spoons are also often used for pike, 
and one of the best ways to shore-fish for 
pike is to float dead bait under a bobber.

You don’t have to finesse a pike bait. 
If you’re using Senkos, use the biggest 
ones and twitch them fairly quickly. Con-
centrate on the edges of weeds, or work 
your Senko right over the weeds and let 
it drop down into any little pockets you 
see. With a Senko, a steel leader is a good 
idea, since odds are the pike will inhale 
the entire lure. Pale colors work well, 
since one of a pike’s favorite meals is a 
nice walleye.  

Spoons Are A Good Lure
Spoons are another good lure for work-

ing the weeds. They are almost snagless, 
especially the Johnson Silver Minnows 
and the classic white and red Daredevl. 
You can add a trailer to the spoon and 
just cast it around the weeds. To really 
get the pike’s attention, a lot of fishermen 
“slap” their spoons. Cast out past where 
you want the lure to land, then just before 
it hits the water jerk it toward you. Done 
correctly, it makes a really loud report you 
can hear yourself.  That slapping noise 
must sound like a dinner bell to a pike.  

Choose your spoon color based on vis-
ibility. In very clear water the traditional 
silver or red and white are always a good 
choice, but if the water is murky a gold 
or some other color may produce better. 
Changing the trailer is an easy way to try 
a different color without spending a for-
tune on spoons. Just bring along a few 
bags of 5-inch grubs in various colors. 
Don’t be afraid to try bigger grubs, either, 
especially if the lake you’re fishing has a 
reputation for big pike.

A Dynamite Lure
One lure that is dynamite for pike is 

a big football head jig with a skirt and 
twin-tail. This couldn’t be easier to fish, 
either. All you have to do is throw it out 
and swim it back. You don’t usually have 
to knock the bottom or bump stumps or 
anything. Just swim it past anything a 
pike could hide behind and stay ready. 

Spoons and jigs are excellent for fishing 
drop-offs, because you can easily adjust 
the depth of the lure. Start out with a 
steady retrieve, and if it doesn’t get bit, 
start pumping the rod gently to get a little 
bit of flutter in your lure.

Pike have a tendency to play with their 
food, and it can be incredibly frustrating. 
In fact, it’s almost as bad as musky fish-
ing. A pike may smack your lure many 
times before he actually grabs it, so don’t 
give up and reel in. If you get a missed 
hit, just keep on fishing. He’ll probably be 
back. Thing is, there are probably other 
pike down there too, and they are all in 
competition.

My Honeymoon Pike	
The monster pike I caught on my 

honeymoon took a big frozen anchovy 
that was floating beneath a bobber. Rig a 
couple of big treble hooks in an anchovy, 
a big sardine, a trout, or even a nice big 
section of eel. Keep your bait iced down 
so it stays fresh, and rig it so it presents 
naturally. You want it to float as though it 
were swimming. With a big enough bait-
fish, you don’t even need any weights. 
Just sling it out there with a slip bobber 
that will keep it a couple of feet below the 
surface.

Pike will hit chatterbaits and 
spinnerbaits too.

Swimming a jig is a great way to 
catch pike, and you can fish shallow 
or deep with the same lure.

PIKE, continued on page 10
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Get Fit for the Outdoors
Get fit with KJ Boots, they’re fun for the whole family.

PROVEN TO:
• Diminish Body Fat
• Improve Muscle Tone
• Provide Cardiovascular Activity to your heart
• Stimulate your lymphatic system, increasing your metabolism
• 80% reduced impact to your feet, knees, hips & lower back

www.AllinOneFitness.net

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY! CALL 480-946-7511
In partnership with www.SaveYourJointsAmerica.com

Excellent for joggers, runners 
& marathon trainers  wanting 

to eliminate unnecessary 
stress to joints!

PORT TACKLE & TARGET

The 42” pike I caught at Lake Mary 
on our honeymoon. Bob Hirsch put 
it in the paper he used to write for 
Yellow Front.

Fish your floating bait around long 
stretches of cover like the edges of weed-
beds or a drop-off next to a flat. If you’re 
moving around in a boat, don’t use a bob-
ber. Rig up your bait like a drop-shot rig. 
Use a three-way swivel so you can have 
a bit of a leader to tie the hook to, and 
match the weight to your speed and the 
depth you’re fishing. Most guys start out 
with a smallish split-shot and add weight 
until they are hitting bottom or catching 

PIKE
Continued from page 9

fish. You can fish a soft plastic this way, 
too, or even a swimbait.  

Count To Ten
When you get bit on one of these drift 

rigs, count to ten before you set the hook. 
If you wait too long the fish will feel the 
hook or the sinker and let go, but you do 
need to give him time to take the bait.    

If you’re fishing for pike, you’re fish-
ing for what is probably the biggest, bad-
dest fish in the lake.  Think largemouths 
on steroids. Anyplace that other fish hang 
out is where the pike will be, and they 
attack without hesitation. Leave your fi-

nesse gear at home. You’re gonna want 
good stout tackle, big hooks, steel leaders, 
and strong line. Give a pike an inch, and 
he’ll take your finger.

How To Fillet, Pickle Pike
Some people don’t like to eat pike be-

cause they are so bony. They have a Y-
bone that makes filleting them difficult. 
You can get around this by pickling the 
smaller ones. Pike have mild, flaky white 
meat that is very tasty, but make sure you 
cook them without the skin They have an 
incredible amount of slime that just flat 
tastes nasty. For detailed instructions on 

filleting pike, as well as locating those 
dreaded Y-bones, just search for “how to 
fillet pike” – you’ll find tons of great vid-
eos.

• Pickled Pike: There are many differ-
ent recipes for pickled pike, but this one is 
my uncle Ralph’s favorite:

• Fillet the fish and cut it into small 
pieces. 

• Freeze the hunks for about a week to 
get rid of any bacteria or parasites. 

• Soak the fish in salt water in the fridge 
for a couple of days. (Use a little over half 
a cup of salt for each quart of water).

• Drain off the salt water and rinse the 
fish in cold water.

Now cover the fish with white vinegar 
and put it in the fridge for five days.

• Pour off the vinegar and soak the fish 
in cold water for half an hour before pack-
ing it into clean jars, alternating layers of 
fish with layers of sliced onions. 

• Then mix up a sugar and vinegar mix-
ture, enough to fill up your jars of fish. 
Use one cup of sugar for each two cups 
of vinegar.

 Add pickling spices to the vinegar and 
sugar and pour it over the fish and onions 
in the jars. 

• Let the jars refrigerate for at least a 
week before eating.

Pickled pike keeps for about six weeks 
or so.  The pickling process makes the 
bones so soft that you don’t even notice 
them. Really!

Note: According to the Game and Fish, 
pike are found in Lake Mary, Ashurst 
Lake, and Long Lake. n

Dove, Band-Tailed Pigeon Regulations Available Online
Waterfowl and snipe, 
trapping rules also on 
AZGFD’s website.

The Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment (AZGFD) has posted the “2024-
2025 Arizona Dove and Band-tailed Pi-
geon Regulations” at www.azgfd.com/
hunting/regulations.

In addition, the “2024-2025 Arizona 
Waterfowl and Snipe Regulations” and 
“2024-2025 Arizona Trapping Regula-
tions” can be found on the department’s 
website.

The dove and band-tailed pigeon 
regulations are produced in a download-
able format that hunters will find handy 

in the field. A glossy, color brochure, 
now available at license dealers state-
wide (call in advance for availability), 
contains important hunting information, 
such as season dates, daily bag and pos-
session limits, and legal requirements, at 
a glance.

All hunters 18 and older must possess 
a valid Arizona hunting license, as well 
as a migratory bird stamp for the 2024-
2025 season — both of which can be 
purchased at www.azgfd.com/license/. 
A combination hunt and fish license for 
youth hunters 10 to 17 is only $5 and in-
cludes a migratory bird stamp.    

Dove hunters play an important role 
in conservation. Wildlife and Sport Fish 
Restoration (WSFR) program funds are 
excise taxes collected on the sale of hunt-
ing and fishing equipment (including 11 
percent on ammunition), the benefit of 
which comes right back to Arizona for 
habitat improvements, shooting ranges, 
boating access and more. 

AZGFD conserves and protects 800-
plus wildlife species without any general 
fund tax dollars. Your support makes our 
science-based work possible. Donate to-
day. n

Hardcore fishing platforms have 
lure storage in every possible spot on 
board. But for the average boat, there’s 
the new Tackle Station from SeaSucker. 
Because it mounts temporarily and is so 
easy to relocate, it’s perfect for owners 
who may be pulling a tube one day and 
trolling the next.

Made in the USA of durable high-
density polyethylene (HDPE), the Tackle 
Station uses SeaSucker’s powerful 4.5” 
Vacuum Mount. Supporting up to 120 lbs. 
once attached to any non-porous surface, 
it holds the included Plano 3600 Series 
storage box or a similar 7.25” x 2.5” con-
tainer in place with an integrated marine-
grade shock cord.

Simple to use, the Tackle Station is 
positioned where needed and the power 

For Convenient 
Tackle Storage, 
There’s Seasucker

Angling To Catch A Catfish?
Community Fishing 
Program waters teeming 
with scrappy fighters. 

It doesn’t have to be Friday to enjoy a 
good, old-fashioned fish fry.

Cole slaw. French fries. Red beans 
and rice. Oh, and don’t forget hush pup-
pies. All are perfect complements to a 
pile of fresh-caught catfish filets, fried in 
a savory cornmeal batter until crisp and 
golden-brown. 

Whatever your choice of side dishes, 
leave the main course up to the Arizona 
Game and Fish Department (AZGFD), 
which is now stocking Community Fish-
ing Program waters with tons of channel 
catfish just waiting to get caught. 

And “Tons” Is Not 
An Exaggeration. 

At more than 50 city park lakes and 
ponds across Arizona, AZGFD expects 
to stock between 210,000 and 220,000 
pounds — more than 100 tons — of chan-
nel catfish in two-week intervals (approx-
imately) over the course of the spring and 
fall seasons this year.  

The lower-elevation waters, located 
in metro Phoenix and Tucson, Yuma, and 
Safford, will be stocked through May. 

The higher elevation waters, in places like 
Prescott Valley, Ash Fork, Show Low, and 
St. Johns, will receive fish through mid-
September.

Anglers who hook into one of these 
stockers can expect a tussle. AZGFD has 
a contract with an Arkansas-based sup-
plier that ensures the fish being delivered 
mostly weigh between 1 ½ and 2 pounds 
apiece, with some tipping the scales up to 
5 pounds or more. 

One Of Those Would 
Make For Quite The Meal. 
Or Even Two.

 Catfish are an excellent species for 
stocking into recreational fishing waters, 
as they are scrappy, omnivores — which 
means they will eat almost anything,” 
said Scott Gurtin, who manages the Com-
munity Fishing Program. “They’re also 

exceptionally delicious when fried. If you 
haven’t tried deep-fried catfish, give it a 
try.”

In addition to channel catfish, Gurtin 
said there are plans to stock about 6,000 
pounds of bluegills into the same waters 
over the course of the year. 

The Community Fishing Program 
was established to provide fun, family-
friendly opportunities close to home for 
all anglers, hence the motto: “If people 
can’t get to the fish, we’ll bring fish to the 
people.” It’s estimated that more than four 
million Arizona residents live within 20 
minutes of one of these stocked waters.

Anglers Are Advised
Anglers are advised that a valid license 

is still needed (for those 10 and older) to 
fish these waters. Valid licenses include 
general fishing, youth combination hunt 
and fish (10 to 17), combination hunt and 
fish (18 and over), or pioneer, blind, dis-
abled veteran (one day), and youth group 
licenses. 

Anglers also should know the differ-
ence between waters that have been des-
ignated as either a “lake” or a “pond,” 
and have been named accordingly. Com-
munity “lakes” are larger bodies of water, 
generally over three acres, and have high-
er daily bag limits. Community “ponds” 

STORAGE, continued on page 17 ANGLING, continued on page 17
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Austin Ban on Unsplash

Prescott Welcomes You All Summer Long
Prescott’s trails systems 
continue to expand: next 
up – Gateway Park.

The City of Prescott continues to add 
new trails to its ever expanding system, 
many of which connect to one another. 
The overall design Is intended to give 
users as many options as possible. Al-
though the more remote trails have ac-
cess by connecting to other trail systems, 
such as Peavine National Recreation 
Trail, it often requires a trek of a couple 
of miles to arrive at these more remote 
trailheads. The City intends to solve this 
problem by providing new parking areas 
closer To remote areas. 

The new Granite Dells Gateway Park 
is such an area. Conveniently located 
just east of State Highway 89, it will pro-
vide expanded Parking giving easy ac-
cess to the heart of Granite Dells, one of 
Prescott’s most scenic areas. It will also 
unite some Prescott Valley and City of 
Prescott trails. Completion date is to be 
determined as it relies on the funding for 
the project. (Contributor: Nancy Nesbit 
with Chris Hosking)

Granite Dells/North 
Storm Ranch

Granite Dells - North Storm Trails 
Storm Ranch in the Granite Dells, just 
east of Peavine National Recreation Trail 
has been an ongoing project. The origi-
nal Storm Ranch property was acquired 
in January 2018. The City subsequently 
acquired adjacent property, North Storm 
Ranch, in July 2022. 

The purchase of this private property 
included agreements with developers, 
and the purchase of State Trust Land in 

Daniel Lloyd on Unsplash

2023, requiring collaboration between 
the cities of Prescott Valley and Prescott, 
as well as Yavapai County, with the in-
tention of creating a Granite Dells/Glass-
ford Hill Regional Park. 

Construction Begins
The City of Prescott began construc-

tion of trails in North Storm Ranch in 
2021. Designed by Chris Hosking, City 
of Prescott Trails and Natural Parklands 
Coordinator, it showcases the views of 
the Dells. With the help of the Over the 
Hill Gang,  the major part of this trail 
system has been completed, although 
just over five additional miles have been 
added. The majority of trails are techni-
cal in nature, but some easy trails were 
added. 

With the addition of these trails, the 
total of City managed trails has risen to 
about 140 miles of trail. 120 miles of the 
trails have been built in just the last 15 
years. There is also access to additional 
connecting trails in the Granite Dells 
subdivision just north of North Storm 
Ranch. Close to the City and neighbor-
hoods, this very scenic area gives resi-
dents and visitors a natural wilderness 
experience seldom available and so eas-
ily accessible. 

The City’s Goal
The City of Prescott’s goal is to make 

this experience readily available whether 

by foot, bicycle or even a horse. (Con-
tributors: Nancy Nesbit with Chris Hosk-
ing/All photos, Chris Hosking)

The Trails
North Storm Trails Boblett Trail - 

0.79 miles
 Candy Trail - 0.27 miles
 Dells Bonanza Trail - 0.66 miles
 Elizabeth Trail - 0.38 miles 
Gunsmoke Trail - 0.26 miles 
High Chaparral Trail - 0.78 miles 
Optional Loop - 4.27 miles (Using 

Peavine/Iron King/Storm Trails) 
Rattler Trail - 0.71 Tom Mix Trail - 

0.4 miles 
Trampus Trail - 0.38 miles 
Virginia Trail - 0.43 miles 

Maps for City trails and the Prescott 
Circle Trail are downloadable at: 
prescott-az.gov/recreation-area/trails/ or 
prescotttrails.com

Prescott 2024 Summer 
Special Events

July 1-7 Worlds Oldest Rodeo 
Prescott Rodeo Grounds https://world-
soldestrodeo.com 

July 4-6 Rodeo Dance Depot Market-
place https://worldsoldestrodeo.com

July 4 Prescott 4th of July Fireworks 
Event Watson Lake https://www.jarde-
vents.com/prescotts4th 

July 5 Kiwanis Kiddie Parade Cortez 

Street https://prescottkiwanis.com 
July 5-7 Prescott Rodeo Days Fine 

Arts & Crafts Courthouse Plaza https://
prescottdowntown.com 

July 6 Prescott Frontier Days Rodeo 
Parade Prescott Rodeo Grounds https://
worldsoldestrodeo.com

 July 6 Prescott Whiskey Row Boot 
Race Whiskey Row

 July 7 Prescott Fire Dept. Hose Cart 
Races Cortez Street 

Aug. 3-4 Mountain Artist Guild Sum-
mer Fine Arts Fest Courthouse Plaza 
https://mountainartistguild.org 

Aug. 3-4 Prescott Antique Auto Club 
Car Show Watson Lake http://paacaz.
com 

Aug. 17 Tac O’ the Town Mile High 
Middle School https://prescott.events

Aug. 30- Sep. 2 Faire on the Square 
Arts & Crafts Courthouse Plaza https://
www.prescott.org 

Sep. 14 Hopefest AZ Courthouse Pla-
za https://www.hopefestaz.com 

Sep. 20-22 Prescott Pow-Wow Wat-
son Lake http://prescottpowwow.org 

Sep. 27-28 Prescott All-Corvette Car 
Show Downtown https://prescottvette-
sette.com

 Sep. 22-24 Prescott Highland Games 
Watson Lake https://prescottareaceltic-
society.com 

Sep. 29 Saddles 100 Trail Run Cortez 
Street https://ultrasignup.com n

No Roof Rack? Seasucker Will Hold It
Many camper vans, overlanders and 

tow vehicles either aren’t equipped with 
roof racks, or their design isn’t conducive 
to adding them. That’s where SeaSuck-
er comes in. Its SEMA award-winning 

Ridge Ready Monkey Bars make it sim-
ple to mount a pair of sturdy crossbars to 
a vehicle with grooved channels, vents or 
A/C units on their roofs.

Made in the USA, Ridge Ready Mon-
key Bars use SeaSucker’s innovative Vac-
uum Mount technology. The four front 
and two rear 3.25” oval mounts have 
a combined holding force of 990 lbs. at 
highway speeds.

The Vacuum Mounts are attached to 
48” or 60” black powder-coated alumi-
num crossbars via solid marine-grade 
HDPE polymer and stainless steel hard-
ware. To custom-fit the unit to the vehicle, 
the assemblies can be located in any posi-
tion to ensure a perfect fit. The bars are 
industry standard 1.325”/33mm dia. to 
accept other brands’ accessories.

Installing SeaSucker Ridge Ready 
Monkey Bars is simple. Placed on any 
non-porous surface, such as paint, fiber-
glass or glass panel, the integrated pump 
on each Vacuum Mount is pushed until the 
orange indicator band disappears. Mounts 
can hold for days; should the band reap-
pear, a few quick presses will recharge the 
holding power.

SeaSucker Ridge Ready Monkey Bars 
come with a spare vacuum pump and 
maintenance lubricant. The 48” model 

BLOCK FENCE 
SPECIALISTS

SERVING THE 
ENTIRE VALLEY

Since 1971Toro Construction
602-789-6929

• QUALITY WORK
• ECONOMY PRICES
• RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• LICNSED (ROC# 57163) - BONDED
• FREE ESTIMATES
• GATE SPECIALISTS

costs $549 and the 60” version is $599; 
both come with a limited lifetime war-
ranty.

Contact local dealers or SeaSucker, 
LLC, 1912 44th Ave. E, Bradenton, FL 
34203. 941-900-1850. info@seasucker.
com; www.seasucker.com n
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For more information:  pleasantharbor.com

 Pleasant Harbor Marina (623) 235-6130    
Pleasant Harbor RV Resort (623) 235-61408708 W. Harbor Boulevard 

Peoria, AZ 85383

Full Service Marina:
 � Affordable Slip Rentals
 � Dry Storage
 � Mechanical Repair
 � Launch & Retrieval
 � Closest Entry to Lake Pleasant

Just a short drive from downtown Phoenix!

Come to the 
FUN Side!

Best  
Fireworks  
in Town!

Lake Pleasant

3rd of July
5:00 p.m. Gates Open  •  9:00 Fireworks
Band – Food Trucks – Kids Zone
More information at pleasantharbor.com

H2-Whoa!
World’s Largest  

Floating Waterslide

RV Resort
254 Sites + Clubhouse

Boat Cruise
The Phoenix a  

150-passenger Cruise Boat

Marina
Slip Rental & Storage 

RV & Boat Sales + Restaurant

Dillon’s
Bayou Restaurant
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A Short But Sweet Off-Road Trip Near Mormon Lake
By Margie Anderson

When I was a kid, my dad always took 
us kids hunting off Dugas Road. There 
used to be a dirt road and a gate right on 
the side of I-17 and that road led to Hook-
er Tank, and from there over the hill to 
road 68D which goes from Dugas Road 
north to Squaw Peak Road. We loved it 
there and since we went there so often we 
all knew that area very well. There’s a lot 
to be said about knowing all the best and 
prettiest places in an area, but after I mar-
ried John I learned that going to different 
places all the time can be even more fun. 
We love to explore!

You’d think that since I was born here 
and I’ve been hunting and camping all 
my life, that I would have been every-

where by now. No way! Even in areas that 
you’ve been to before, it seems like there 
is always a new trail to investigate, and 
when John and I and Mochi go out in the 
Jeep, we always find fun roads with in-
teresting stops along the way. FR 127 up 
near Mormon Lake is an example. We’ve 
been on a lot of roads around Apache 
Maid and Mormon Lake, but there are so 
many I don’t think we’ll ever see them all. 
But I sure am happy to try!

Start on Exit 315, 
Rocky Park Road

You won’t need a 4WD vehicle for 
this road, but you’ll need high clearance. 
When you exit at Rocky Park Road the 
road comes to a T right away and you’ll 
want to head north (left). Of course 

you’re in forest all the time here and we 
stopped pretty quickly to let Mochi out 
to run around while we filled our coffee 
cups and got ready to explore. This was 
just last month (May) so there were lots 
of flowers around, which I always enjoy.

The road goes north for just a ways, 
swings east, then heads north again and 
intersects FR127. This is the road we 
took. Hang a right so you’re headed east 
on 127. There are a lot of roads that branch 
off from this road, and we definitely want 
to come back and explore some of them, 
but the first time we take a trail, we like to 
stay on track because you never know if 
you’re going to hit a rough spot, get a flat, 
or whatever. 

On the map photo I highlighted 127 
in orange and it’s right near the bottom 
of the photo. You can see how close you 

The road near the bottom of this map highlighted in orange is our route on 
FR 127. This is from the National Geographic map of Flagstaff and Sedona.

Mochi chasing frogs at Lee Spring.

I don’t know what these are called 
but they sure are pretty.

A magnificent juniper among the pines.

MORMON LAKE, continued on page 15
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are to Mormon Lake and County Road 
3 which takes you to Flagstaff or down 
to 87 and 260 to Payson or Camp Verde. 
So you’re really in the thick of things but 
on this road you feel as if you have the 
whole forest to yourself. We went on a 
weekday and never saw another vehicle. 
It was lovely.

Lee Spring
I can never resist a spring that is close 

enough to investigate, and Lee Spring 
was no different. I spotted it on my Topo-
Maps App and it was just south of 127, so 
we swung over and got out to walk over to 
it. There are some old concrete boxes like 
troughs in the middle of a little meadow 
and I thought they marked the spring, but 
when I got to them there was no water. 

But John and Mochi had headed over to 
a barbed wire fence and on the other side 
of it was the spring. This is one spring that 
didn’t disappoint – Lee Spring is a small 
round pond surrounded by green grass 
and trees. Mochi loved it because it was 
full of little frogs. Wherever she went on 
the edge of the pond frogs would leap off 
the bank and into the water. She chased 
them happily for quite a while. It was so 
pretty and peaceful there that I hated to 
leave, but we wanted to see the rest of the 
road so we headed back to the Jeep and 
onward.

Lee Butte
About a half mile past the spring there 

is a road (127D) that goes south to the top 
of Lee Butte. I saw on the map that there 
is a Lookout there, so we drove to the top. 
Like most roads that go to lookouts, this 
road wound around the hill and was nar-
row in places, so you’re hoping no one is 
coming the other way. But no one was, 
and we made it to the top in just a few 
minutes.

At the top was the lookout tower, a 
cabin, a big fireplace, a well, and a bunch 
of mysterious foundations and things that 
might be part of a previous lookout. The 
lookout is no longer in use and the gate 
to the stairs has a sign warning of danger. 
Trust me, one look at those stairs and no 
one had to tell me not to climb them!

The cabin was locked, but it was cool 
and shady up there. A lot of pollinators 
were hanging around the well – everyone 
needs water – so we went over by the big 
fire place and had our lunch there at the 
top of the Butte. There are views here and 
there through the trees, but nothing like I 
bet it is from the top of that lookout!

When I got home I looked up Lee 
Butte Lookout and found out that it is on 
the National Historic Lookout Register. 
It’s at an elevation of 7,385 feet and is a 
46 foot International Derrick Tower with 
a 7’x7’ cab and was built in 1933. It is one 
of only three of that design in Arizona and 
it’s listed on the National Register of His-
toric Sites along with the ground house 
(cabin). Pretty cool! 

Little Daisy Tank
Tanks are like springs in that you never 

know if there is water in them unless you 
go look. You also never know what they’ll 
look like. I’ve seen plenty that were sim-
ply muddy circles with brown water sur-
rounded by cow poo, but then I’ve seen 
many that turned out to be so pretty they 
look like little lakes. Little Daisy Tank is 
one of the pretty ones.

We could see the tank from the road 
so we pulled over and walked out to it. 
It’s a peaceful round pond surrounded by 
bright green grass and pine trees. Very 
nice. Again, Mochi had a blast running in 
and out of the water – you can’t keep a 

Brittany out of water, so don’t even try! 
It made for a nice little walk and John 
showed me how many times he can skip a 
stone – very impressive!

Brolliar Park
By the time you leave Little Daisy 

Tank there’s only about 4-5 miles left of 
127, and just before it T’s into FR91 there 
is a pullout on the north side of the road 
that has a lot of places where people camp. 
There’s a large meadow there called Brol-
liar Park, but it’s fenced off so you can’t 
drive into it. My map shows a fairly big 
body of water in there without a name, but 
we couldn’t see it from the road. 

From there it’s just a hop skip and a 
jump to where 127 joins 91, so turn right 
there (east) and you’ll end up on Lake 
Mary Road, also known as County Road 
3. Turn left to go to Mormon Lake and 
Flagstaff, right (south) to go to Highway 
87 and 260. We went south, but only to 
Stoneman Lake Road, which we took to 
I-17 to head home. Of course we stopped 
at the overlook, and this was the second 
time in my life that I’ve seen water in 
Stoneman Lake. It’s beautiful!

This drive was short but had so many 
cool things to see! We had left the house 

in Sun City at 6:30 am and got home 
around 4. If you get a chance, head up 
there and check it out. Please leave it as 
beautiful as you found it, and stay on the 
roads! Thanks! n

MORM)N LAKE
Continued from page 14

The cabin at Lee Butte lookout.

The lookout tower on Lee Butte is 
in the Historic Registry - it’s one 
of only three such towers built in 
Arizona.

Little Daisy Tank. It’s so nice to get out and walk around where it’s cool and 
smells like pine trees!

Look closely and you can see a 
mama turkey and her poults. There 
must have been a dozen little ones!
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A company that is truly unique – o� ering custom-built, 
quality products that are distinctive for both style and value.

Eaglewings Iron Craft

1522 E. Victory St. Suite 1, Phoenix, AZ 85040
602-276-8101  |  Tim@EagleWingsIronCraft.com  |  EagleWingsIronCraft.com

5% OFF FOR NEW CUSTOMERS 
WHEN THEY REFERENCE THIS AD

Wrought Iron
For 40 years we have 
designed, manufactured 
and installed custom 
wrought iron products in 
the state of Arizona.

Awnings
Our Custom made awnings 
provide shade and attention 
grabbing designs for your 
residential and commercial 
needs.

VETERAN OWNED



WE ARE 
VFW POST 3513

AUXILIARY

VFW Post 3513
We are the largest VFW Post in Scottsdale and the only Scottsdale VFW Post with its 

own building for events. We are located one mile south of downtown Scottsdale.
7220 E Wilshire Dr, Scottsdale, AZ · (480) 941-9849

#AuxiliaryPatriotism

 
BECOME AN  AUXILIARY MEMBER.  
Contact Dorothy Callaway
dmcallaway@cox.net
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HALES MARINE SERVICE
BOATING TRANSPORTATION

MECHANICAL

We service all outboard 
and inboard motors from 
annual  service to engine 

repowers and drive 
rebuilds

SERVICES

Wheel bearing 
replacement, welding, 

bunk carpet and wiring.

TRANSPORTATION

Whether you are looking 
for a long haul or a short 

haul, we do it all.

STORAGE

Uncovred storage 
$125 per month

2101 W. Williams Drive, Phoenix, Arizona 85027   |   (623) 879-7236   |    halesmarineservices.com 

PORT Western Wildlife

button pumped until the orange section 
disappears. If the color reappears after a 
couple of days, a few quick pumps re-
charges it. And when it’s time to move 
or stow the device — or even repurpose 
it around the boat with a different box — 

it removes without leaving a mark. The 
SeaSucker Tackle Station costs $115.

Contact local dealers or SeaSucker, 
LLC, 1912 44th Ave. E, Bradenton, FL 
34203. 941-900-1850. info@seasucker.
com; www.seasucker.com; www.face-
book.com/SeaSucker; www.instagram.
com/seasucker.marine; www.youtube.
com/user/SeaSuckerVideos. n

STORAGE
Continued from page 10

have daily bag limits that are only one-
half that of lakes. 

Limits are reduced at the smaller bod-
ies of water to avoid overcrowding and 
overfishing, while still providing a qual-
ity angling experience. Once a daily bag 
limit is reached, an angler must stop fish-
ing for that species. 

The Best Method 
To Catch Cats

The best method for channel catfish is 
to use a hook-and-sinker setup fished on 
the bottom. Anglers should use an 8- to 
12-pound test line with a No. 2 to No. 6 
baitholder hook. Typical baits include 
worms, stink baits, hotdogs, liver, and 
shrimp. Fish the deepest spots during the 
daytime and shallower areas after dark. 

For more information about the Com-
munity Fishing Program, visit www.
azgfd.gov/community. n

ANGLING
Continued from page 10

Wolves And Geography
 What is the best way to infuse genetic 

diversity into the wild Mexican wolf pop-
ulation?

Some argue that releasing captive-
reared adult wolf pairs into the wild is the 
best way. But is it really?

In this video, Jim deVos, Mexican wolf 
coordinator for the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department, discusses why fostering 
of wolf pups into wild dens is more ef-
fective than releasing captive pairs in the 
long run because of the geographic dis-
persal of genetics that fostering provides. 

This video was recorded before the lat-
est fostering numbers were released; for 
an update on the continuing success of 

the program, see the news release (https://
www.fws.gov/press-release/2024-05/re-
cord-mexican-wolf-pup-foster-year).

Fostering is a coordinated effort of the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Arizona 
Game and Fish Department, New Mexico 
Department of Game and Fish, Bureau of 
Land Management, U.S. Forest Service, 
and the Saving Animals From Extinc-
tion program. Aerial support for the 2024 
operations was provided by LightHawk 
Conservation Flying and the Arizona 
Game and Fish Department’s Aviation 
Program.

 View the video: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=SkrAMRf9de8 n 
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BusinessBusiness
Directory
Boat transport

Hale’s Marine service
(623) 879-7236
halesmarineservice@aol.com
halesmarineservices.com
22241 North 24 Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85027 U.S.A

FiBerglass repair

sun Valley Fiber-glas, inc.
480-833-6561
925 South Center
Mesa, AZ, U.S.A

Marinas

Bartlett lake Marina
NE of Carefree, AZ U.S.A.
602/316-3378
bartlettlake.com/index.html
info@bartlettlake.com

pleasant Harbor rV resort & Marina     
Peoria, AZ
(928) 501-5263
(602) 269-0077
pleasantharbor.com 

puBlications

arizona Boating & Watersports/
Western outdoor times
(480) 947-6219
jim@azbw.com
azbw.com
westernoutdoortimes.com
7620 East McKellips Road, Ste 490
Scottsdale, AZ 85257

rocky point times newspaper
(52) 6383836325
rptimes@prodigy.net.mx
rockypointcollectibles.com
P.O. Box 887
Lukeville, AZ 85341 U.S.A.

radio sHoWs

don Mcdowell outdoors
(623) 221-7655
don@shakerattleandtroll.com
huntingfishing.com
Glendale, AZ

repair

Hale’s Marine service
(623) 879-7236
halesmarineservice@aol.com
halesmarineservices.com
22241 North 24 Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85027 U.S.A.

sWiM platForMs

swim platforms
Swimplatforms.com
6024318225
swimplatforms.com
3220 S. 38th St
Phoenix, AZ 85040 U.S.A.

trade organizations

arizona trade exchange
https://itradepay.com

itrade pay
https://itradepay.com

trailers

Kokopelli trailers
kokopellitrailers.com

WeB sites

arizona Boating & Watersports/
Western outdoor times
(480) 947-6219
jim@azbw.com
azbw.com
westernoutdoortimes.com
7620 East McKellips Road, Ste 490
Scottsdale, AZ 85257

ADOPT FOSTER VOLUNTEER DONATE SURRENDER

16832 E. Avenue of the Fountains, Fountain Hills, AZ 85268
(480) 837-7777  |  info@fearlesskittyrescue.org

fearlesskittyrescue.org

uted significantly to various organiza-
tions in Arizona for over three decades. 
His journey began as a volunteer for Ari-
zona’s wildlife in the early 1990s. Since 
then, he has played integral roles in orga-
nizations such as the Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation (RMEF), Arizona Deer Asso-
ciation (ADA), Outdoor Experience for 
All (OE4A), and more. Randy’s graphic 
design expertise has been instrumental in 
organizing successful fundraisers, creat-
ing banquet programs, and supporting 
initiatives like the Adopt-A-Ranch pro-
gram with the O’Haco Ranch. His tire-
less efforts have not gone unnoticed, as 
reflected in awards like the 2022 RMEF 
Chairman’s Award, recognizing his ex-
ceptional contributions to wildlife con-
servation. Randy’s selfless dedication and 
professional services have made a lasting 
impact on Arizona’s wildlife and conser-
vation efforts.

A Strategic Approach
Jim Walker: Jim’s strategic approach 

to conservation challenges has resulted in 
efficient and timely solutions, showcas-
ing his talent for identifying and nurtur-
ing conservation leaders. His notable con-
tributions to Trout Unlimited in Arizona 
include unifying fragmented chapters 
in Phoenix, Tucson, and Payson into a 
strong, collaborative organization. He has 
played a crucial role in various conserva-
tion projects. Jim’s leadership extends to 
legislative advocacy on conservation and 
water issues, with extensive involvement 
in the Western River Action Network 
and visits to congressional offices. His 
co-founding of the annual Arizona Na-
tive and Wild Trout Conference has sig-
nificantly contributed to the restoration of 
Apache and Gila trout populations in the 
state. Beyond Trout Unlimited, Jim has 
actively promoted expansion of initia-
tives such as the Trout in the Classroom 

program and has been active with various 
conservation councils and federations.

Lifelong Love For Outdoors
Tom Britt: Tom’s lifelong love for the 

outdoors began in South Carolina and 
Southwest Virginia, where he was intro-
duced to fishing by one grandfather, while 
the other grandfather was involved in run-
ning trail hounds. Settling in Tucson as a 
teenager sparked a profound connection 
to the Sonoran Desert. After two years of 
employment with the Louisiana Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission as a Wildlife 
Biologist II stationed in the headwaters 
of the Atchafalaya Swamp, he returned 
to Arizona. For 26 years, Tom dedicated 
himself to the Arizona Game and Fish De-
partment, beginning as a Wildlife Manag-
er in Game Management Unit 24B. Later, 
he was promoted to Wildlife Specialist II 
in Flagstaff, where he worked extensively 
with elk and the Kaibab Deer Herd. In 
1984, he was further promoted as Region 
II Supervisor in Flagstaff. Even after retir-
ing in 1999, Tom continued his commit-
ment by teaching Hunter Education for 
over 50 years in Arizona, instilling con-
servation values in generations to come.

Unwavering Dedication
Suzanne and Hays Gilstrap: Suzanne 

and Hays have exhibited an unwavering 
dedication to wildlife conservation and 
outdoor pursuits. Suzanne’s advocacy 
work, particularly in client representation 
and government relations, has influenced 
critical legislation benefiting Arizona’s 
wildlife, while Hays’ extensive business 
experience led him to serve on notable 
boards and commissions, including the 
Arizona Game and Fish Commission. To-
gether, they have made significant contri-
butions to the state’s conservation efforts, 
with Suzanne’s leadership at Arizona 
Sportsmen for Wildlife Conservation and 
Hays’ instrumental role in initiatives like 
Arizona Initiative 202. Their passion for 
the outdoors and commitment to conser-
vation have left a lasting impact on Ari-
zona’s wildlife and conservation ethos.

BANQUET
Continued from page 1

Connection To The Land
Kelly Glenn Kimbro: A fifth-genera-

tion Arizona cattle rancher, Kelly embod-
ies a deep-rooted connection to the land 
and a fervent commitment to conserva-
tion and community service. Her tireless 
advocacy for natural resources, wildlife, 
and western traditions marks her as a 
respected figure in the ranching commu-
nity. From owning and operating multiple 
ranches with her family to actively en-
gaging in conservation projects and sup-
porting local initiatives, Kelly’s impact 
resonates far and wide. Her dedication 
to environmental conservation, coupled 
with her leadership in the livestock in-
dustry, distinguishes her as a champion 
for sustainable land management and cul-
tural heritage. Inducted into the Cowboy 
Hall of Fame in 2023, Kelly’s legacy is a 
testament to her unwavering passion for 
ranching, conservation, and community 
enrichment.

Dedicated To Conservation
Jackie A. Meck: Former Buckeye 

Mayor Jackie Meck has dedicated himself 
to sustainability and conservation in the 
West Valley. His list of accomplishments 
in urban planning and environmental 
conservation over eight decades has had 
a profound impact. His visionary leader-
ship includes founding the White Tanks 
Mountains Conservancy and spearhead-
ing the expansion of the White Tanks 
Regional Park. His passion for ecological 
restoration is evident in projects like the 
El Rio Restoration initiative, where he 
engaged Senator John McCain and oth-
ers to restore the Gila River’s habitat. His 
commitment to environmental education 
is reflected in the creation of the Tres Rios 
Nature Festival. In addition to his public 
service, Mayor Meck’s agricultural back-
ground and role as the retired General 
Manager of the Buckeye Water Conserva-
tion and Drainage District underscore his 
dedication to sustainable land and water 
management.

Need-To-Knows
The inductees will be honored at the 

26th annual Arizona Outdoor Hall of 
Fame banquet on Saturday, Aug. 24, at 
the Wigwam Resort, 300 Wigwam Blvd. 
in Litchfield Park. The evening will fea-
ture a social hour fundraiser beginning 
at 5:30 p.m., followed by a dinner and 
awards ceremony.

To purchase banquet tickets, or for in-
formation on sponsorship opportunities, 
visit https://www.wildlifefortomorrow.
org/halloffame and scroll down to the ap-
propriate links.

Established In 1998
Wildlife for Tomorrow established the 

Arizona Outdoor Hall of Fame in 1998. 
This prestigious award honors individuals 
and organizations that have made remark-
able and enduring contributions towards 
the conservation of Arizona’s wildlife, 
the preservation of its natural resources, 
and the promotion of the state’s outdoor 
heritage. 

Past Hall Of Fame Inductees
Past Outdoor Hall of Fame inductees 

have been individuals with backgrounds 
in wildlife volunteerism, corporate lead-
ership, politics, wildlife and the media, 
including Ben Avery, Barry Goldwater, 
Morris Udall, John McCain, Bill Qui-
mby, Margie Anderson, Tom Woods, 
and Steve Hirsch, as well as groups and 
organizations such as Adobe Mountain 

BANQUET, continued on page 19

RAFFLE
Continued from page 1

There is no limit to the number of tickets 
customers can purchase.

The deadline to purchase tickets is 9 
p.m. on July hase. 

The drawing will be conducted in July.
In the 18-year history of the Arizona 

Big Game Super Raffle, more than $11 
million have been raised for wildlife and 
wildlife management in Arizona. n
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Post 720 celebrated its 100th anniversary in early 2021.

VFW POST 720
• Barry Goldwater was a lifelong member.

• The food is amazing and the outdoor 
 gathering space is comfortable and 
 relaxing

• Hall Rental Available  (Capacity 300+) 

Please review the Official Rules(https://
www.arizonahighways.com/photogra-
phy/photo-contest) prior to entering. En-
trants are responsible for complying with 
the Official Rules or may result in dis-
qualification. This contest is for images of 
Arizona wildlife. All photos must depict 
wildlife native to and found in Arizona, 
and all photos must have been taken in 
Arizona settings. 

The deadline is 5 p.m. MST on Aug. 
9, 2024.

Winners will be announced after Nov. 
1, 2024.

View the list of past wildlife photo 
contest winners https://t.ly/HH09U.

AZGFD conserves and protects 800-
plus wildlife species without any general 
fund tax dollars. Your support makes our 
science-based work possible. Donate to-
day. n

CONTEST
Continued from page 1

WILDLIFE
Continued from page 1

grosbeak, indigo bunting, black-crowned 
night-heron, green-backed heron, yellow-
breasted chat, black phoebe, gray catbird, 
and a variety of migrating warblers and 
songbirds. Check the bluff edges for rap-
tors. Both mountain and western bluebird 
are found in the junipers in winter.

To get to the Wenima Wildlife Area, 
take U.S. Highway 60 a couple miles west 
going out of Springerville. At the junction 
of U.S. Highways 60 and 180/191, go a 
quarter-mile north on Highway 180/191 
and look to turn right onto a graded dirt 
road going northeast. After 1.5 miles, the 
graded road drops a short distance into 
the Little Colorado River canyon corridor. 
Park at the designated parking area next 
to the restroom and information kiosks. 
The wildlife area is open from sunrise to 
sunset. n

Wildlife Center Volunteers, Arizona An-
telope Foundation, Rio Salado Sports-
man’s Club, Arizona Deer Association, 
National Wild Turkey Federation, Audu-
bon Arizona, Arizona Public Service, Salt 
River Project, and others (see list of past 
inductees here: https://www.wildlifefor-
tomorrow.org/halloffame by scrolling to 
the bottom of that page).

For More Information
Wildlife for Tomorrow was created in 

1990 to enhance the management, protec-
tion and enjoyment of Arizona’s fish and 
wildlife resources. As the official 501(c)
(3) partner of AZGFD, WFT works to 
provide funds to advance key programs 
and initiatives beyond AZGFD’s self-
funding capacity. For more information, 
visit https://www.wildlifefortomorrow.
org/.

Subscribe to WFT for more informa-
tion on how you can make an impact on 
wildlife conservation efforts in Arizona. 
n

banquet	
Continued from page 18
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